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What is a GIUE?

• A pre-planned, unannounced 
exercise on facilities & vessels w/ 
response plans

• A tool for COTPs to evaluate 
industry preparedness for oil spill 
response

• Defined in PREP Objectives

• Codified in 33 CFR 154/155



Why Do Regulatory Agencies Conduct 
GIUEs?

• Real-world test of a plan holder’s 
response to an AMPD (< 50bbls. or 
1% of a WCD)

• Evaluates notifications, response 
time, & safe deployment of 
equipment following a spill

• Requires minimal CG resources
• Strengthens partnerships w/ OGAs 

& industry partners
• Identifies risk & areas for 

improvement for spill responses



What is Being Evaluated?

1) FRP/Proper Notifications

2) Timely & Effective Spill 
Response Actions

3) Carry out Spill Response   
Actions in a Safe Manner



USCG Required Participants
• Published Annually in ALCOAST 

Msg.
• Categorized by COTP Zone
• Annual Quotas Broken Down by # 

of Fixed MTR Facilities within Each 
Zone

• COTP zones w/ 12 or More Fixed 
MTR Facilities Shall Complete 4 
GIUEs Per Year

• COTP zones w/ Less Than 12 
Fixed MTR Facilities Shall Complete 
2 GIUEs Per Year (or sometimes 
less)

• MSU Duluth
• Sector Sault Ste Marie  
• Sector Detroit
• Sector Lake Michigan
• Sector Buffalo



Interagency Participation in Exercises

• Benefits both plan holders & regulatory 
agencies

• Strengthens partnerships

• Reduces redundancy & duplication of 
effort

• Examples of participating agencies 
include EPA, BSEE, and State 
Environmental Response Agencies



Annual Cycle



Exercise Objectives & Scenario 
Development:

• Scenarios should realistic and based 
on AMPD

• Should be tailored to applicable plan 
holder’s operations

• Should take real-world 
environmentals into account



Execution Considerations

• Operational Impact to 
Facility/Vessel

• Time Limit (4 Hours)
• Interagency Coordination
• Equipment Deployment 

(No Simulations)
• Plan Holders Assume Cost



Evaluation
• Satisfactory 
-      Facility or Vessel will receive a 

Follow-Up GIUE Letter 
documenting compliance.

• Provides a 36-month exclusion from 
CG-facilitated GIUEs.

• Unsatisfactory
-      Unit will Document Deficiencies
-      Establish Correction Deadline
-      Conduct Follow-Up GIUE



Refusal to Participate

• If plan holder refuses exercise:

- GIUE team shall take necessary 
enforcement action (typically issued 
as a civil penalty documented as 
part of GIUE).

-  Plan holder is subject to another 
exercise at any time at COTP 
discretion (36-month exception 
does not apply)     



Common GIUE Issues/Areas for 
Improvement in the Ninth District

• CG: 
- Coordination w/ Interagency 

Partners (Joint GIUEs)
- Internal Coordination w/ Subunits 
- Standardized guidance on 

Vessel/Group V (non-floating oil) 
Facilities

- Procrastination (Hurricane Season)

• Industry: 
- Lack of Familiarity w/ FRP/VRP
- Significant OSRO delays or 

failure to Arrive on Scene w/ 
Recovery Equipment







Questions?
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